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The Role of Technical Education in the process of State Building:

The case of post-conflict Timor-Leste (East Timor)

Luis A. MARQUES

1. Salesian Polytechnic, 4-6-8 Oyamagaoka, Machida, Tokyo. Japan, marques(@salesio-sp.ac.jp

Abstract

In many countries, but specially in developing countries there has been a structural
shift towards self-employment and the informal sector, for the most part as a somewhat
desperate response to growing large-scale of unemployment and underemployment.
It’s believed to be caused by a function of three inter-related problems: the dearth of
employable skills, the lack of equitable access to either decent work or useful skills
training opportunities, and the severe overall shortage of jobs. It wouldn’t be different
in Timor-Leste, maybe elevated to a more increased scale. Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) plays an instrumental role in the technological
advancement and economic sustainability of many nations. This study offers an
analysis regarding the reality of Technical and Higher Education in Timor-Leste,
Education in Timor-Leste has never been high on its list of priorities and specially
Technical and Higher Education is even less regarded. The first University was
established under Indonesia rule in 1986, however the whole system was brought to its
knees during the conflicts in 1999, To respond to this reality UNESCO has created a
Timor-Leste UNESCO Country Programming Document (TL-UCPD). Following this
UNESCO Program, the Timor-Leste Government developed a Strategy Development
Plan on Education. Higher education in Timor-Leste is divided into Higher Technical
Education and University Education. Government data about Higher and Technical
Education shows a work in progress. However, this falls short from meeting the
demand required for Educational Institutions, teachers, students and quality of
education. All of these aspects of education are necessary for the development of
Timor-Leste as a Nation. This paper concludes that a comprehensive and dynamic
approach to strengthen TVET delivery in Timor-Leste is absolutely essential in order
to achieve stability and growth in the economic development of the nation.
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