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Short History of Railway around Hachioji Station (First)
‘Nationalization of Kobu Private Railway and Construction of Chuo Line Elongation for Kofu by the .G.R.’

Ichiro Tsutsumi, Toshiaki Yamada

In this report, next two contents explain. One is a brief history of two railways: the Kobu Private Railway and the
Chuo Line of Imperial Government Railway (I.G.R.), around Hachioji station. The other is significance of history
of industrial technology on these railways through industrial heritages.

The Kobu Railway started its transport business in 1889. The purpose of this private railway construction was
rural transport between Tokyo city and Hachioji town of the Southwest Tama District. Because Hachioji town was
important trading centre of raw silk and its goods in those days.

But this private railway nationalized by the Japanese Government in 1906. Before nationalization, Hachioji station
moved to new place in 1896, and construction of Chuo trunk line’s elongation started same year by the [.G.R..

Despite the continuous difficulty of railway construction at the steep mountainous district, Chuo line finally
arrived at Kofu in 1903. Steam engine hauled trains operated on this steep line, but this trunk line electrified in 1931.
The reason for this conversion was that the long Kobotoke and Sasago tunnels existed in this steep line. New
domestic made Class ED16 electric locomotives introduced for the purpose of passenger and goods train service.

The No.lof this electric locomotive preserved at Ome Railway Park now, and it is an especially important
industrial heritage of this line as well as the decorated helmet displayed on the portal of the former Yotsuya Tunnel.

Keywords are as follows; Railway, Hachioji Station, Kobu Private Railway, Chuo Line, Nationalization.
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